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‘headquarters of NASFUND, a group of

-women launched a new organisation
known as Coalition for Change Papua New
Guinea Inc.

The group is little known at this stage but has
already taken strides in establishing a work-
ing relationship between the Government,
Parliament and the general population on an.
issue that has spun this nation on its head.

Coalition for Change PNG Inc, headed by
prominent Papua New Guinea female lawyer
and an advocate of women issues in the pri-
vate sector, Winnifred Kamit, has taken the
issue of violence against women to a higher
plain since its inception last year.

‘The group was formed to force Parliament
action and Government to tackle the issue of
Violence against women by enacting legisia-
tionto safeguard womenfolk in the country.

Yesterday Deputy Prime Minister Dr Puka
Temu launched the groups website, one of
its tools in its fight to take the fight against
violence against women to the wider com-
munity both in PNG and overseas.CCPNG Inc
was the direct result of a series of stories this
newspaper broke last year on the cowardly
and humiliating attack by a man on his wife.
He beat the woman up, burnt her and in the
process killed the couples unborn child.

The woman was hospitalised. Our pictures
of her in hospital recovering from the physi-
cal wounds of that attack shocked the country
and the world:

Mrs Kamit and a close group of professional
women took up the case to start a campaign
which resulted in a petition to Parliament
to force legislation to outlaw all forms of vio-
lence against women. Yesterday was indeed a
proud day for the group and for that matter,
women and men who are concerned about
and want to do something about violence
against women. They now have a platform
from which to drive against violence against
siomen. Dr Temu, in his aunch specch, prom.
ised to lobby MPs and politicians in al scc-
tions of the political spectrum to get behind
the campaign and translate that into voting
for three pieces of legislations being spear-
headed through CCPNG on violence against
women. Good on you Dr Temu! We challenge
the rest of the 107 MPs of our Parliament to
step up and record their support. The Post-
Courier, is behind this campaign and will
support whatever actions are taken through
ineeaiopeditonial coverags:
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By LIAMA ABAWAH
DEPUTY Prime Mini-
ster Dr Puka Temu
assured  the PNG
Coalition for Change
(CFC) that he will be on
its side in its struggle (o
end _violence against
women.

“I am listening, not
only because I am a
leader but because 1 am
a family man and a
member of this commu-
nity,” he said

Dr Temu said this at
the CFC office at the
launch of the official
CFC PNG Inc website,

CFC founding chair-
woman Winifred Kamit
said  CFC founding

members sent a petition,
signed by 65,000 men
and women, urging the
Government to back the
struggle 10 stop violence
against women.

“Our petition was, (0
help_eliminate. violehce.
in families, especially
towards women and
children,” she said.

Dr Temu said he was
pleased that CFC was
“picking up” where the
Law Reform Comm-
ission left off in 2002
and pledged his support
for s work.

He said he was
pleased to_ learn  that
CFC was picking up on
the work done by the

commission in 2002 (o
take action against legal
matters in issues of vio-
lence against women
and children.

Dr Temu assured he
would support the three
Bills CFC wanted legis-
lated when it came to
Parliament.

‘But remember, every
good thing starts small
This will take time but
we will get there,” Dr
Temu said.

Minister for Comm-
unity  Development
Dame Carol Kidu also
attended the launch and
commended CFC for its
fight to end violence
‘against women.





